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Division 57:  Kimberley Development Commission, $1 626 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr F.M. Logan, Minister for Energy representing the Minister for the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne. 

Mrs T. Maitre, Acting Chief Executive Officer, Gascoyne Development Commission. 
The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Moore. 
Mr G. SNOOK:  I note the lateness of the hour but I do not wish to detract from the importance of the role that 
the development commissions play for rural and regional people.  They deserve some consideration by way of 
our asking serious questions, but I will be brief.  I refer to page 1029, service 1, “Policies, Strategies, Plans and 
Regional Promotion”.  It says that the commission will provide effective regional development policies and 
strategies.  This is not a loaded question; we are simply trying to find out whether there is opportunity to improve 
the services.  What role does the Kimberley Development Commission play in the establishment of regional 
strategic plans?  I know it does not come under its aegis; it is obviously a matter for the Western Australian 
Planning Commission.  Having been involved with these organisations through local government for nearly 30 
years, I see a gap in relation to better input and coordination of this range of agencies.  Development 
commissions fit into this role.  Do the development commissions play any role in contributing to the 
establishment of strategic plans when they come through or do they sponsor and promote them and feed in 
information in preparation for the regional strategic plans that have been developed?  Is that in their charter? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is, and I certainly know from my own experiences that they are involved in the 
development of those regional development plans.  Sometimes they come about from their own efforts in 
promoting them.  Mrs Maitre will be able to talk about how it applies to the Gascoyne Development 
Corporation.  I know there have been some rumblings from certain development commissions that possibly 
planning approvals processes could be deferred to RDCs to speed up regional development.  I know that is 
strongly opposed by the minister and I would support her on that.  If we are after a consistent planning outcome 
for the state, it must be held centrally and done centrally.  That has come up before and I do not think the issue 
will go away quickly because, particularly in the southern area, it is being pushed by various groups and people 
who believe there should be some devolution of power to the regions in the area of planning and approval 
processes.  Certainly, there is no government policy to support that and I know the minister would strongly 
oppose it.  The RDCs play a strong role in the development of regional strategy. 
Mrs T. Maitre:  The Gascoyne Development Commission has implemented a number of strategic plans 
conducive more to the local government areas but working in partnership with the local government authorities.  
An example at the moment, which is included in our report, is the education strategic planning that we are 
looking at.  It will be a regional education precinct, but obviously located in one local government area.  That is 
an across-agency, community-driven approach.  I guess from our perspective we look at what is happening 
regionally but try to facilitate those strategic plans that are going to get the best outcomes. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the fifth dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2007-08” on page 1030, which 
deals with extending the provision of resources and facilitating the collection and interpretation of regional 
population profiles and labour market analyses for developing planning etc.  Is the department collecting 
population increase data for these profiles?  Is the department relying solely on the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure for that data or on other agencies such as the Australian Bureau of Statistics?  The reason I ask is 
that there is a bit of contention about the accuracy of the figures DPI is providing.  How does the department 
make sure it gets the right data for its strategic planning? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I thank the member for the question.  We will use the Gascoyne Development Commission 
as an example.  Has this been an issue, Mrs Maitre? 
Mrs T. Maitre:  I have not come across it as an issue. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am sorry, minister, I was referring to the Kimberley Development Commission. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  We only have a representative from the Gascoyne Development Commission, but it is an 
issue that can be applied equally.  We are using GDC as an example. 
Mrs T. Maitre:  I cannot answer for the Kimberley Development Commission, but I can say that the economic 
perspective report that was put out by the Department of Local Government and Regional Development takes a 
lot of information from ABS, and the department also does data collection.  As a development commission we 
can, if there is a need, get consultants to do data collection on a particular issue.  It is not something that is 
undertaken by the Gascoyne Development Commission on a regular basis.  It is neither an annual nor a biennial 
activity.   
[9.50 pm] 
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Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer again to the collection and interpretation of regional population profiles and 
labour market analyses for development planning and determining key socioeconomic indicators.  I was trying to 
ascertain on what database we are working from.  If information on population profiles is being collected on the 
existing population, it will not be much good for future planning unless some of the supposed population 
increases in five, 10, 15 or 20 years are factored in.  I want to get a handle on what it was about and how it is 
working.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I am not able to provide information on how it applies in the Kimberley.  I know that most 
organisations work off Australian Bureau of Statistics data and data that is collected by local shire councils, 
which collect significant amounts of data on what is occurring or has occurred.  They also try to do forward 
estimates to predict what is likely to occur in their jurisdiction.  There is the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure data as well.  I do not think that the regional development commissions use one particular source 
of data.  I am sure it is a range of data, similar to what the local shire councils use.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  I presuppose that the minister will need to provide the answers to my questions by way of 
supplementary information because I do not expect him to have the answers at hand.  My questions relate to 
divisions, 57, 58 and 59.  First, how many formal meetings did the Gascoyne, Kimberley and Pilbara 
Development Commissions have in 2006-07 with local authorities within the relevant boundaries?  Secondly, 
how many formal meetings in the 2006-07 year did each commission have with regional industry groups as 
highlighted in the text on page 1031?  Thirdly, how many formal meetings did each commission have with 
Indigenous groups or communities within the relevant boundary in 2006-07?  I assume that the answers will 
need to be treated as supplementary information because the minister has only one representative present.  
Perhaps I am wrong.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I may take it as supplementary information, but in order to try to short circuit it, Mrs Maitre 
might have that information at hand.   

Mrs T. Maitre:  The chief executive officer of the Gascoyne Development Commission meets regularly with the 
four shires in the Gascoyne: the Shires of Exmouth, Carnarvon, Shark Bay and Upper Gascoyne.  The 
commission’s project officers have liaison roles with each of those shires and attend council meetings, briefings 
and community-based meetings at which there is local government representation.  The commission has close 
liaison with industry groups.  The CEO attends the Western Australian Local Government Association meetings 
that are held within the region.  The commission has representation at Indigenous communities; for example, the 
Burringurrah Aboriginal community.  The commission’s economic project officer attends the meetings of its 
management committee.  He is also on the Telecentre management committee at Burringurrah.  The commission 
meets regularly with the manager of the Mangala Aboriginal Corporation, which is another Aboriginal 
community that is situated close to Carnarvon.  I cannot give the member the exact number of meetings, but we 
can look into that.   

The CHAIRMAN:  It may be better to put that as a question on notice, otherwise we will have to allocate 
supplementary information numbers for each of the three divisions, which means we will have to vote on this 
division and get the supplementary information into it and then go to the Gascoyne and Pilbara Development 
Commissions divisions.  A question on notice would encompass it altogether and it may be a better way to go.  It 
is only a suggestion.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  I cannot see time being a problem if the minister agrees that I ask those questions for each 
division.  What is the problem?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The member may be satisfied with the answer that has been given by Mrs Maitre for the 
Gascoyne Development Commission, in which case I will treat the question the member highlighted, which 
relates to the Gascoyne and Pilbara commissions, as supplementary information. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I am happy about that because it is in Hansard.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Is the minister happy that the information will be back in two weeks?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That is okay. 

[Supplementary Information No A37.] 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


